
	  
 

Disney Cruise Line Announces Two New Ships 
 

The leader in family cruising will grow its award-winning fleet 
with imaginative innovations that are uniquely fun and distinctly Disney 

 
CHICAGO (March 3, 2016) – The Walt Disney Company announced plans today to build two 
additional cruise ships, each of them showcasing the immersive family entertainment, 
enchanting storytelling and unparalleled service that only Disney can deliver. 
 
The company has entered into a memorandum of agreement with the Meyer Werft shipyard in 
Germany. The schedule calls for the new ships to be completed in 2021 and 2023. 
 
“We pride ourselves on the unforgettable vacation experiences we deliver to our guests each 
and every day, and the expansion of our Disney fleet will allow us to create even more magical 
memories for families at sea and in incredible cruise destinations around the world,” said Robert 
A. Iger, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, The Walt Disney Company. 
 
Each new ship will be approximately 135,000 gross tons – slightly larger than the newest Disney 
Cruise Line ships, the Disney Dream and Disney Fantasy – and each is currently planned to 
include about 1,250 guest staterooms. While design plans, ship names and itineraries are still in 
development, the Walt Disney Imagineering team is already dreaming up exciting new ways to 
create the world’s most magical oceangoing adventures. 
 
Since first setting sail in 1998, Disney Cruise Line has provided a quintessential family cruise 
vacation experience that combines the magic of Disney with the thrill of exploring different parts 
of the world. Guests step aboard majestic and beautiful ocean liners to enjoy legendary Disney 
entertainment, exquisite dining, spacious and well-appointed staterooms and magnificent public 
spaces. 
 
The company also has been an industry leader in innovation and game-changing creativity. 
With the launch of the Disney Dream and Disney Fantasy in 2011 and 2012, the company 
introduced several firsts for the industry, including a water coaster at sea (AquaDuck) and virtual 
portholes in interior staterooms (Magical Portholes) that provide real-time views of the sea as 
well as sightings of animated Disney characters. 
 
Plans for the expansion of Disney Cruise Line come during a period of momentous growth and 
innovation for Disney properties around the globe.  
 
“The expansion of Disney Cruise Line only adds to our excitement for the unprecedented growth 
taking place across our vacation destinations, from new Star Wars experiences coming to the 
Walt Disney World and Disneyland resorts to the 25th anniversary of Disneyland Paris and the 
grand opening of our newest park, Shanghai Disney Resort,” said Bob Chapek, Chairman, Walt 
Disney Parks and Resorts. 
 
More details about the Disney Cruise Line fleet expansion and onboard offerings will be 
announced at a later date. 
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About Walt Disney Parks and Resorts 
Disney Parks and Resorts are where dreams come true. More than sixty years ago, 
Walt Disney created a new kind of entertainment families could experience together, 
immersed in detailed atmospheres and vibrant storytelling. His vision now includes a 
collection of five of the world's leading family vacation destinations -- Disneyland Resort, 
Anaheim, Calif.; Walt Disney World Resort, Lake Buena Vista, Fla.; Tokyo Disney 
Resort, Urayasu, Chiba, Japan; Disneyland Paris, Marne-la-Vallée, France; and Hong 
Kong Disneyland Resort, located on Lantau Island. A sixth resort, Shanghai Disney 
Resort, is opening in June 2016 in Pudong New District, Shanghai, China. In addition, 
Disney Parks and Resorts includes the world-class Disney Cruise Line; Disney Vacation 
Club; Aulani, A Disney Resort and Spa; Adventures by Disney, a guided group vacation 
experience to some of the world's most popular destinations; and Walt Disney 
Imagineering, which creates and designs all Disney parks, resorts and attractions. 
 
About Disney Cruise Line 
Disney Cruise Line was established in 1998 as a leader in the cruise industry and 
continues to provide a setting where families can reconnect, adults can recharge and 
kids can immerse themselves in worlds of fantasy only Disney can create. Disney 
Cruise Line has received more than 250 distinguished awards from the travel industry 
for excellence in entertainment, dining, youth activities, spa facilities and guest service. 
To learn more about Disney Cruise Line, please visit disneycruise.com. 
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